Narrative Non Fiction/ Informational/ Memoir…
Three Cups of Tea, young readers ed., by Thomson, Sara L.
Adapts for young readers Greg Mortenson's book in which he recounts the experiences he had while
trying to help impoverished villages in Pakistan's Karakoram Himalaya build schools for their children.
Nazi Hunters by Bascomb, Neal.
Presents the history of the group of spies, Holocaust survivors, and lawyers who persued Adolf Eichmann,
a Nazi war criminal, for fifteen years in order to bring him to justice for his leadership role in the killing of
thousands of Jews during World War II.
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by Swanson, James L.
Recounts the twelve-day pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth, covering the chase through
Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia, with a discussion of Abraham Lincoln as a father, husband, and
friend that examines the impact of his death on those close to him.
Lost in the Pacific, 1942 by Olson, Tod.
World War II, October 1942: a plane carrying eight Americans crashes into the middle of the Pacific
Ocean. With only four oranges and no fresh water between them, the crew had to band together and rely
on each other for survival fighting off sharks, dehydration, hunger, and extreme heat.
Bomb: Sheinkin, Steve.
This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most
formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb. Newbery Honor Award book.
Bad Boy: A Memoir by Myers, Walter Dean.
Author Walter Dean Myers describes his childhood in Harlem in the 1940s and 1950s, discussing his
loving stepmother, his problems in school, his reasons for leaving home, and his beginnings as a writer.
Lincoln’s Grave Robbers by Sheinkin, Steve.
An account of how counterfeiter Benjamin Boyd's gang stole the body of Abraham Lincoln and demanded
Boyd's release from jail and two hundred thousand dollars as ransom and the efforts of the Secret Service
to recover the remains.
Between a rock and a hard place by Ralston, Aron. The author recounts his harrowing experiences of
being trapped for six days in Blue John Canyon in Utah and having to amputate his own right arm in order
to save his life.
Claudette Colvin: twice toward justice by Hoose, Philimp M.
Presents an account of fifteen-year-old Claudette Colvin, an African-American girl who refused to give up
her seat to a white woman on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, nine months before Rosa
Parks, and covers her role in a crucial civil rights case. Newbery Honor Award book.
Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different by Blumenthal, Karen.
Chronicles the life and accomplishments of Apple mogul Steve Jobs, discussing his ideas, and describing
how he has influenced life in the twenty-first century.
Outcasts United St. John, Warren.
American-educated Jordanian Luma Mufleh founds a youth soccer team comprised of children from
Liberia, Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Balkan states, and elsewhere in the refugee settlement town of
Clarkston, Georgia, bringing the children together to discover their common bonds as they adjust to life in
a new homeland.
Unbroken : an Olympian's Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive by Hillenbrand, Laura.
A biography of Olympic runner and World War II bombardier, Louis Zamperini, who had been rambunctious in childhood before succeeding in track and eventually serving in the military, which led to a trial in

“Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of
counselors, and the most patient of teachers.” Charles William Eliot.
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Realistic / Contemporary Fiction…
Stuck in Neutral by Trueman, Terry.
Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy and cannot function,
relates his perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, especially as he believes his father is
planning to kill him.
Boy Who Saved Baseball by Ritter, John H.
The fate of a small California town rests on the outcome of one baseball game, and Tom Gallagher
hopes to lead his team to victory with the secrets of the now disgraced player, Dante Del Gato.
Mango- Shaped Space by Mass, Wendy.
Afraid that she is crazy, thirteen-year-old Mia, who sees a special color with every letter, number, and
sound, keeps this a secret until she becomes overwhelmed by school, changing relationships, and the
death of her beloved cat, Mango.
The Raft by Bodeen, S.A.
Experienced traveler Robie, having decided to take a cargo plane from Honolulu to Midway Atoll after
a visit with her aunt, struggles to survive with the co-pilot, Max, after the plane crashes in the Pacific
Ocean and they are left on a raft in shark-infested waters with only one bag of Skittles.

Science Fiction– Dystopian/ Fantasy/ Horror Fiction…
Clay by Almond, David.
Stephen's a gifted sculptor. One day as Davie looks on, Stephen brings a tiny figure to life. It's a talent
he has, the gift of creation—and he knows that Davie has this talent, too. Davie allows Stephen to
convince him to help bring a life-size figure to life—and Clay is born. Clay is innocent, but Stephen
has special plans for him.
Full Tilt by Shusterman, Neal.
Quinn and Blake are in for the surprise of their lives when they're thrust into the world of a bizarre
phantom carnival. In order to save his brother, and himself, Blake must survive seven different carnival rides before dawn. Seven rides...it sounds easy. But each ride is full of unexpected dangers, because each ride is a reflection of one of Blake's deepest fears.
Empty by Suzanne Weyn.
When, just ten years in the future, oil supplies run out and global warming leads to devastating
storms, senior high school classmates Tom, Niki, Gwen, Hector, and Brock realize that the world as
they know it is ending and lead the way to a more environmentally-friendly society.
The Night Gardener by Auxier, Jonathan.
Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to work as servants in a crumbling manor
house where nothing is quite what it seems to be, and soon the siblings are confronted by a mysterious stranger and secrets of the cursed house.

Historical Fiction...
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha, Lai.
Inspired by the author's childhood experience of fleeing Vietnam after the Fall of Saigon and
immigrating to Alabama, this coming-of-age debut novel told in verse has been celebrated for its
touching child's-eye view of family and immigration. New York Times bestseller, a Newbery Honor
Book, and a winner of the National Book Award.
Salt to the Sea by Sepetys, Ruta.
The summer that Patty Bergen turns twelve is a summer that will haunt her forever. When her small
hometown in Arkansas becomes the site of a camp housing German prisoners during World War II,
Patty learns what it means to open her heart. Even though she's Jewish, she begins to see a prison
escapee, Anton, not as a Nazi, but as a lonely, frightened young man with feelings not unlike her own.
Between Shades of Gray by Sepetys, Ruta.
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by Soviet
guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights
for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar on
Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes a historical note.
Revolver by Sedgwick, Marcus
Fourteen-year-old Sig is stranded at a remote cabin in the Arctic wilderness with his father, who died
just hours earlier after falling through the ice, when a terrifying man arrives, claiming Sig's father owes
him a share of a horde of stolen gold and that he will kill Sig if he does not get his money.
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